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WATCHDOG SAYS FLORIDIANS SMALL BUSINESSES AND CONSUMERS ARE FED UP WITH LAWSUIT ABUSE AS SOUTH FLORIDA COURTS BRANDED TOP “JUDICIAL HELLHOLE”

South Florida Courts Labeled Worst in the Nation; Hellhole of Justice and Fairness

                                                                    

Boca Raton – Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA) is saying “Enough is Enough” following today’s announcement by the American Tort Reform Foundation’s (ATRF) that South Florida tops its list of the nation’s biggest “Judicial Hellholes” for 2007.

FSLA points to South Florida’s dubious title as a “Judicial Hellhole” as yet another example of Florida’s out-of-control civil justice system.  South Florida — particularly Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Broward counties — was identified as a “Judicial Hellhole” by ATRA for the fourth consecutive year, climbing to the number one spot this year. 
The annual report by ATRF identifies “Judicial Hellholes” areas across the country that have a disproportionately harmful impact on civil litigation.  Personal injury lawyers seek out these places because they know that they will produce a positive outcome – an excessive verdict or settlement, or a favorable precedent.  

ATRF’s report cited South Florida as “a friendly environment for class action lawsuits” that is systematically abused by out-of-state plaintiffs and personal injury lawyers.  Problems include state laws that facilitate improper class action filings; acceptance of “novel” (read: frivolous) legal theories, abusive legal provisions such as the personal injury lawyer lobby’s continued push to repeal “joint and several” and medical malpractice reforms; and exorbitant courtroom verdicts.

“Floridians have a real problem with personal injury lawyers and people who see lawsuits and our courts as a way to get rich,” said Carlos Muhletaler, executive director of FSLA. “This greed and lawsuit-happy mentality hurts all of us.  FSLA is taking the fight against lawsuit abuse to communities across Florida to ensure that every citizen’s voice is heard.”

Last week FSLA released data from small business owners across Florida that overwhelmingly pointed to lawsuit abuse as being bad for their businesses and forcing them to raise prices, according to a new statewide survey released today by Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA).   

The survey of Florida small business owners exposes the troubling impact of lawsuit abuse on Florida’s economy.  Over 85% of small business owners believe lawsuit abuse is a significant problem, and 65% believe lawsuit abuse is limiting economic growth and hurting Florida’s economy

Another key finding from the survey is that an overwhelming majority (84%) of small business owners believe that aggressive personal injury lawyer advertisements encourage people to sue even if they have not been injured.  

“It is an outrage that South Florida’s courts continue to be a haven for lawsuit abuse,” stated Muhletaler. “Small business owners and consumers in this state continue to suffer while personal injury lawyers run amok in our courts. The time has come to say that ‘enough is enough’ and we are not going to let this happen anymore.” 

###

Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA) is a grassroots group dedicated to challenging those who abuse Florida’s legal system and educating the public about the costs and consequences of lawsuit abuse.  FSLA is supported by individual citizens, small business owners, doctors and taxpayers. To learn more about FSLA, visit us online at www.FloridaStopLawsuitAbuse.com
