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WATCHDOG GROUP APPLAUDS FLORIDA SENATE’S VOTE TO REPEAL UNFAIR JOINT & SEVERAL LIABILITY LAW

Florida Senate responds to “will of the people” by restoring fairness to Florida courts
Boca Raton – The grassroots watchdog group, Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA), today commended the Florida Senate for voting to reform Florida’s joint & several liability law by a vote of 27 to 13.

“The Senate’s vote was a vote for common sense and basic fairness,” said Slade O’Brien, executive director of FSLA. “It is a victory for Florida taxpayers, working families and businesses who can all breathe a little bit easier knowing that once this legislation is signed they’ll be less likely to be targeted for a lawsuit simply because they have the ability to pay.”  

Under current law, individuals can be made to pay for damages caused by others if the other parties are unable to pay. Once the legislation is signed into law, defendants in a lawsuit will only be held responsible for the damages they actually caused.  Companion legislation was approved by the Florida House of Representatives in early March and Governor Bush is expected to sign the reform into law. Thirty-seven other states have enacted similar “fair-share” liability reforms based on a system of proportional fault.
 “The Florida legislature is to be commended for taking this important step towards fixing our broken legal system,” added O’Brien. “Florida citizens have been demanding change and want a legal system that is fair and just to everyone. This vote shows that our elected officials are listening.  I am extremely proud of all our supporters and concerned citizens across the state who helped bring this fight to the legislature. You made a difference.”  A recent survey commissioned by FSLA showed that 80 percent of Florida voters surveyed supported the proposed reform.  

“Hopefully, personal injury lawyers will now focus their attention on the person or persons that actually caused the damage instead of going after people and businesses just because they have the ability to pay more than the other guy,” said FSLA Board member and Captiva Island small businessman Dave Jensen.
###

Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA) is a grassroots group dedicated to challenging those who abuse Florida’s legal system and educating the public about the costs and consequences of lawsuit abuse.  FSLA is supported by individual citizens, small business owners, doctors and taxpayers. To learn more about FSLA, visit us online at www.FloridaStopLawsuitAbuse.com 
