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WATCHDOG GROUP SAYS FLORIDIANS ARE FED UP WITH LAWSUIT ABUSE AS SOUTH FLORIDA COURTS AGAIN BRANDED “HELLHOLE”

Citizens group comes to South Florida to highlight lawsuit abuse
problems and call for legislative actions 

Delray Beach – Floridians are sick and tired of lawsuit abuse and are demanding relief from the legislature, Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA) announced today following the American Tort Reform Association’s (ATRA) release of a list of the nation’s biggest “Judicial Hellholes” for 2005.   

At a press conference at the South County Court House in Delray Beach, the grassroots legal watchdog group FSLA pointed to South Florida’s dubious title as a “Judicial Hellhole” as yet another example of Florida’s out-of-control civil justice system.  South Florida — particularly Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Broward counties — was identified as a “Judicial Hellhole” by ATRA for the third consecutive year.
The annual report by ATRA identifies “Judicial Hellholes” areas across the country that have a disproportionately harmful impact on civil litigation.  Personal injury lawyers seek out these places because they know that they will produce a positive outcome – an excessive verdict or settlement, or a favorable precedent.  
ATRA’s report cited South Florida as “a friendly environment for class action lawsuits” that is systematically abused by out-of-state plaintiffs and personal injury lawyers.  Problems include state laws that facilitate improper class action filings; abusive legal provisions such as a “joint and several liability” law allowing lawsuits to target individuals and organizations based on their ability to pay, not their degree of responsibility; and exorbitant courtroom verdicts.
“Floridians have a real problem with personal injury lawyers and people who see lawsuits and our courts as a way to get rich,” said Slade O’Brien, executive director of FSLA. “This greed and lawsuit-happy mentality hurts all of us.  FSLA is taking the fight against lawsuit abuse to communities across Florida to ensure that every citizen’s voice is heard.”

Last month FSLA launched a statewide education campaign to educate citizens about the problem of lawsuit abuse and can be done to stop it.  The group says a critical step in bringing more fairness to Florida’s courts is reforming current law that can force a person to pay up to 2 million dollars more in damages than the person actually caused.  

The legislature is considering reform legislation this session that would change the law so that a person would only be required to pay for his or her fair share of a loss – not for damages caused by another.  The Florida House overwhelming passed its version of the reform measure (HB 145) by a vote of 93 to 27, and the Senate will begin debate soon on companion bill S.2006.  Thirty-seven other states have enacted similar reform legislation, and eight out of ten Floridians would favor such legislation, according to a statewide survey of voters last month. 
“The Florida legislature has the opportunity to fix our broken legal system by passing reform legislation to stop abusive lawsuits and inject personal responsibility back into our courts,” stated O’Brien. “Florida citizens want to see fairness in our courts, not more junk lawsuits. Now is the time for citizens to urge their elected officials to take action.”

###

Florida Stop Lawsuit Abuse (FSLA) is a grassroots group dedicated to challenging those who abuse Florida’s legal system and educating the public about the costs and consequences of lawsuit abuse.  FSLA is supported by individual citizens, small business owners, doctors and taxpayers. To learn more about FSLA, visit us online at www.FloridaStopLawsuitAbuse.com 
